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[ Abstract ] Obijective To investigate the effect of pre~cycle hysteroscopic examination on the outcome of the first in vitro
fertilization and embryo transfer (IVF-ET) cycle. Methods~ Seven hundred and fifteen infertile patients who underwent the first
IVF-ET cycle were enrolled in the study. There*were 341 cases receiving pre-cycle hysteroscopic examinations (D group) and
374 cases without pre—cycle hysteroscopic,examination (N group). Group N and group D were further divided into 5 subgroups
according to the causes of infertility: subgroup A: tubal factor infertility, subgroup B: ovulation disorder infertility, subgroup C:
unexplained infertility, subgroup D: endometriosis infertility and subgroup E: male infertility. There were 197 cases in NA
subgroup, 49 cases in NB subgroup; 56 cases in NC subgroup, 24 cases in ND subgroup, 48 cases in NE subgroup; 190 cases
in DA subgroup, 52 cases in DB subgroup, 50 cases in DC subgroup, 23 cases in DD subgroup and 26 cases in DE subgroup.
The clinical characteristics, /embryo implantation rate and clinical pregnancy rate were compared between N and D groups and
between corresponding. subgroups. Results There were no significant differences between group N and group D in age,
infertility years, ratio of primary infertility to secondary infertility, days of use of gonadotropin, dosage of gonadotropin, number of
eggs obtained;«intrauterine thickness and number of embryos transferred (all P >0.05). The rates of embryo implantation and
clinical pregnancyin group D were higher than those in group N (both P<0.05). The rates of embryo implantation and clinical
pregnancy.in” DA subgroup were higher than those in NA subgroup (both P<0.05). There were no significant differences in the
ratesr of 'embryo implantation and clinical pregnancy between NB and DB subgroup, NC and DC subgroups, ND and DD
subgroups, NE and DE subgroups (all P >0.05). Conclusion Hysteroscopic examination should be performed routinely before
the first IVF-ET cycle in patients with tubal infertility to improve the success rate of assisted reproductive technology.
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